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                                      NEWSLETTER

Jack Chelf, Jr.                                            Shaun & Raychel Shaw                          

Interim Pastor                                                  Directors of Students Ministry              
March – April 2019

Random Thoughts from Brother Jack. . .
Is it just me or are the wildflowers even more spectacular this spring than usual?  First redbuds, and now dogwoods, bluebonnets and paintbrushes seem to be putting on an extra-beautiful show this year.  Thank you, Lord, for reminding us that no one does color like you.  You are the master artist.
It is such a privilege for me to share these interim days with you.  You are a gracious and loving congregation.  And, you are energetic.  So many of you have continually stepped into the gaps to insure that ministry and worship continue during this time of searching for a new pastor for FBC.  Thank you!  I’ll say it again:  What a joy it is to serve our Lord alongside you.

Speaking of pastor search, please continue to pray daily for our pastor search team as they diligently seek the Lord’s clear leadership concerning a new pastor for our church.  No one knows exactly when their search will be complete, but one thing is for sure.  We are fifteen months closer that we were when I came on board as interim pastor.  Sure doesn’t seem like that long to me.  Time flies when you’re having fun.

[image: image11.jpg]Special thanks is due to all our AWANA workers.  We consistently have 45-50 workers and 110-120 children each Wednesday afternoon.  Hard work?  Yes!  Worth the effort?  I say, “Yes”!  Foundations of obedience to Christ are being poured into young lives.  Years to come and then eternity will be richer still as God brings fruit from the seeds being planted in the hearts and minds of Cubbies, Sparks and all the rest.

Thanks also to our Youth Ministry Directors, Shaun and Raychel Shaw, as they lead a ministry which is drawing students into a group where the love of Christ is lived out in word and deed.  Wow!  It is exciting to see this FBC youth group grow in numbers and in Christian maturity.

We are just over two weeks away from our Resurrection Celebration on Easter Sunday morning, April 21.  Call someone now and invite them to share this service with you as we rejoice together in the truth that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is indeed risen and lives eternally in a very real place called Heaven where we will join Him some glad morning.

Hallelujah!  Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!

Brother Jack
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Our Offering Goal – $2,500.00

Offering will be taken through the month of April
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Lilies for Easter

You may participate in providing Easter Lilies to decorate our auditorium during the Easter season.  Lilies may be designated “in memory” or “in honor” of a loved one.  Please contact the church office if you wish to provide a lily.  Cost is $17.50.

Men’s Breakfast
at Grapeland Café

  Saturday, April 6
8:00 A.M.

Speaker:  Hans Meinardus 

2018 STATEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS

The Individual Statement of Contributions for 2018 may be picked up in the church office or will be mailed by request.  Office hours:  Monday, 8:00-a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 Noon.
Senior Adult Fellowship

April 9
9:00 A.M.

Family Life Center Foyer

NOMINATING COMMITTEE ANNOUCEMENT

The 2019-2020 Nominating Committee has been elected and will begin the task of filling  teacher and officer positions for the new Sunday School year which begins in June.  Members of the Nominating Committee are:  Michael Chapman, Patti Huff and Grady McCright.  The committee also includes Sunday School Director, Mitchell Huff.  You are asked to complete the “Member Survey” form which are available at each foyer entrance.  This will help greatly in the work of the Nominating Committee.

XFUGE YOUTH CAMP AT HBU

June 24-28

OVER THE EDGE PRETEEN CAMP

July 27-31
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER

Kent Room

Monday-Friday– 5:45 A.M.
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Meets every Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall, FBC Grapeland

7:00 p.m.—Worship, Lesson or Testimony

7:40 p.m.—Small Group Share Time: Men’s Group, Women’s      Group

8:15 p.m.—Fellowship (tea, coffee, light snacks provided)
“HELPING HANDS” DEACON MINISTRY
Received March 31 – $2,285.00
“Helping Hands”—a deacon outreach ministry designed to meet spiritual and physical needs of our church family and others in our community.  A special offering will be taken each 5th Sunday for the needs of this ministry.  The next offering date is June 30, 2019 or you can contribute to this ministry at any time by designating your contribution to “Helping Hands” ministry.  See Matt Henderson, Dan Huff or Richard Wilkens if you have any questions.  
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       Age 3-4                            K-2nd Grade                       3rd-6th Grade

(Must be 3 yr. old by

September 
Awana and the Awana logo are Registered Trademarks

of the Awana Clubs International.  Used by permission.
Awana meets Wednesdays

during the school year

4:00-6:00 P.M.

Marchy Average Attendance

Clubbers – 121
Leaders – 46
EAST TEXAS FOOD BANK

FOOD DISTRIBUTION FOR SENIORS

The East Texas Food Bank comes to the Grapeland Senior Citizens Center on the first Thursday of each month, unless it is a holiday, then they come the next week.  On distribution day, the Center opens around 10:00 a.m. and the truck gets to the Center around 10:30 a.m.  Boxes are usually handed out by 11:30 a.m.  This program is for seniors only.  First requirement is age—you must be at least 60 years of age, but there are other requirements.  Please come in and we will be glad to answer any questions.  Grapeland Senior Citizen Center is located at 112 Church Street, phone number is 936 687-4712.  The Center is not open every day.  Please come by on the scheduled date of distribution (the first Thursday of every month).
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ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN  
Children’s Bulletins are available in the Bride’s Room each week for children—younger children, age 3-6, and older children, age 7-12. Bulletins contain a variety of Bible-based games—puzzles…word searches…seek-and-find…dot-to-dots…and many more activities children love.
Children’s Church is offered to children age 3-4 during our worship services the first three Sundays of the month.  Children remain in the worship service on the fourth and fifth Sundays.  Volunteers are needed to serve the second Sunday of each month—volunteers may sign up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions, please see Tammy Reagan.
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GRAPELAND’S SPRING CLEAN-UP

Saturday, ~ April 6 ~ 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. ~ City Park

Grapeland’s Spring Clean-Up is part of “Don’t Mess with Texas” state-wide event.  Don’t let junk get the best of you!  Collection will be held Saturday, April 6, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the City Park (South Market Entrance or from Hwy 287 Bypass).  Electronics, flat screen computers and televisions will be accepted.  No large appliances, tires, oil, Freon, large bulky computers or televisions.

First Baptist Church – Grapeland. TX
Sister2Sister Ministry
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Sister2Sister Ladies Ministry
Upcoming Events
Spring 2019

Breakfast Bible Bunch

Sunday, April 7, 2019 – 9AM to 10:30AM

Family Life Center Multipurpose Room
Paint & Praise Party
Something new!  A paint class will held April 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $25 and you are asked to sign up by April 18.  Childcare is available if needed.  Please check the Sister2Sister bulletin board for more information and to sign up.  You may contact any S2S team member for detail about this new event.
Ladies Book Club
At the book club meeting on March 25, the group discussed “The Tattooist of Auschwitz” by Heather Morris.  After discussion of that book, the group selected “Grateful American” by Gary Sinise as the next book to be read.  The next meeting will be May 13, 2019.
Watch for details.

SISTER2SISTER MINISTRY

“She opens her mouth in wisdom and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”  Proverbs 31:26 NASB

Mission Statement

The Women's Ministry at

First Baptist Church exists to:

· Introduce women to Christ

· Connect women to each other for support

· Disciple women in biblical truth and Christian living

· Develop women for personal ministry to their families, church, community and into their world.

Sister2Sister
2019 Annual Ladies Celebration

The Sister2Sister Ministry held its annual event on Friday and Saturday, February 15 and 16, 2019.  It began with a Friday evening fellowship where attendees enjoyed eating a light meal and playing board games and dominoes in the Fellowship Hall.  Brookshire Brothers - Grapeland prepared the chicken salad and ham and cheese sandwiches.  Sister2Sister provided ice tea, chips and cookies.  

Registration for Saturday began at 9:30AM in the Family Life Center.  Ladies had their choice of sitting at seventeen beautifully decorated tables.  The tables were hosted by Reana Caskey, Toni Childress, Cindy Huff, Necia Huff, Patti Huff, Carrie Luce, D'Linda Mahaffey, Marie McCright, Katrina Nivens, Nita Reed, Raychel Shaw, Anne Spence and Kelsey Yates.  

Following opening remarks and prayer, speaker Teresa Harmening began with Praise and Worship music.  Her message was entitled “Unshakable Pursuit.”   She presented her message through music and words.  She was assisted by Paula Hall who operated the power point presentation.  Teresa's primary scripture was 1 Corinthians 15:58 - “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”  NASB
Teresa discussed God's goal for us, “Being conformed into the image of His Son Jesus.”  (Do not be afraid, Position yourself in the Word and prayer and Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.).  The Believer's goal is To Please Him, To Know Him, To Pursue Him.  She provided us with many key scriptures.

Teresa discussed the “Old Mule Strategy.”  Shake it off (the worry) and step up in prayer.  Shake off the bitterness and step up in forgiveness.  Shake off the busyness and step up in solitude.   

She concluded with Psalm 46:10 - “Be still and know that I am God; NKJ

A delicious  three-salad meal – Fruit, Green, and Pasta – served with spicy and plain crackers was catered by Margaret Broughton.  Cookies were the dessert.  A big thank you goes to Eddie Childress, Jack Chelf, Dan Huff, Mitchell Huff, Grady McCright, Julian Minter, Toby Nivens, Gary Raines, Lawrence Richie, Tristan Shaw, Wesley Shaw and Wendell Wright who served meals to 92 ladies.  Prior to beginning the second session, the Sister2Sister Team enjoyed handing out door prizes.  

Others to thank include Shaun Shaw for the media support and Necia Huff for all her administrative assistance.  We thank the nursery workers – Debbie Wiggins and Vickie Sullivan.  Nita Reed captured the event for us with her digital camera and the Griers - Alexa, Gloria and Natalia – helped in the kitchen and with the refreshment tables.   Marie McCright hosted Teresa and Paula in her and Grady's guest house.

There are many others to thank who helped with this event - setting up and taking down tables and chairs, decorating the stage, preparing the rooms, etc.   It all came together wonderfully and as a result we were all blessed.

Sister2Sister Team

Judy Carpenter


Toni Childress


Patti Huff

Carrie Luce

Marie McCright

Jean Minter
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS
Several children’s books have been added to the library.

Sammy and His Shepherd by Susan Hunt.  In Sammy and His Shepherd, veteran children’s writer Susan Hunt takes youngsters on a delightful trip through Psalm 23 from the point of view of a sheep named Sammy.

Sammy lives happily under the care of his faithful shepherd.  But one day he meets a sheep from another flock, one who lives in misery because her shepherd is not so caring.  Eventually, to the delight of both of them, Sammy’s shepherd buys the needy little sheep for his flock, and gives her a name—Precious.  Therefore, Sammy tells Precious all the wonderful things about their shepherd.  At first, Precious has a hard time believing that a shepherd can be so good.  But eventually, as she sees the shepherd pouring out his energies for the good of his flock, she comes to trust him, for she sees that he loves his sheep unconditionally and sacrificially.

Each chapter of Sammy and His Shepherd is an exploration of a passage from Psalm 23.  As they work their way through the book, children will grow in their understanding of the metaphors the psalmist used in composing this beloved poem.  But more important, they will gain a deeper appreciation for the one who is the subject of the psalm:  the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

The Priest with Dirty Clothes by R.C. Sproul.  Using the story of Joshua, the high priest (Zechariah 3:5) as his jumping-off point, Dr. Sproul weaves a classic tale about a young priest who is invited to preach his first sermon before the king and his court.  But on the way to the palace, he falls off his horse getting his clothes hopelessly muddy.  Jonathan finds that he needs powerful help if he is to stand before the king.

The Donkey Who carried a King by Dr. R. C. Sproul.  Davey was a young donkey who was bored and unhappy because he was never given anything to do.  Then one day, some strangers came to the gate and Davey’s master picked him for a very special task.  Davey carried the King, Jesus, into Jerusalem.

Dr. R.C. Sproul was the founder and chairman of Ligonier Ministries, based in Sanford Florida.  His teachings can be heard around the world on the daily radio program Renewing Your Mind.  He is the author of more than seventy books, including children’s books.

A Survey of Church History by W. Robert Godfrey.  Many committed knowledgeable believers still know little about the history of the church.  As a result, they’re missing a testament of God’s steadfastness over the centuries.  Now, a monumental new teaching series sheds light on church history, demonstrating God’s promise to build and preserve His church.

Dr. Godfrey has taught church history at Westminster Seminary California since 1981.  He taught previously at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Stanford University.
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COMMUNITY-WIDE WALKATHON. . .

The Community-Wide Walkathon is a fundraiser to benefit Abby Barrett’s Medical Fund.  The Walkathon will be held at the GHS Gym (old), 4:00-8:15 p.m. on Saturday, April 6.  There will be fun games, booths, bounce houses and much more for families of all ages to enjoy.  Plus, there will be BBQ and special baked goodies from the concession stand.  Abby Barrett, a senior at GHS, is fighting Hodgkins Lymphoma and all proceeds of this event go to Abby’s Medical Fund.
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INFORMATION UPDATE

A new pictorial directory is in the plans for the near future.  
To help in the process of contacting our members, we need your help in updating addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, etc.  You will find “Member Information Update” forms at various points in our church, usually where the bulletins are placed. Additionally, you may contact the church office in person, by phone at 687-2558 or by email at info@fbcgrapeland.org to provide your information.  Anyone attending FBC may be included in the directory.

For Your Information

Bulletin and Power-point Screen—Items for publication in the weekly bulletin or announcements on the power-point screen must be received in the church office by noon on Thursday of each week.
Event Registration Form—Planning a meeting, bible study, or other event?  Please remember to fill out an Event Registration Form.  Forms may be picked up in the church office or you may call the office at 687-2558.  All scheduling is done through Necia Huff, secretary.

Flowers for Worship Service—please call the church office for available dates if you wish to provide flowers for the worship service.  The flowers are provided each week by individuals, ministry groups, Sunday School classes, etc.  If you wish to reserve a date to provide the flowers, please contact the church office, 687-2558.

 “Growing with God” Cookbooks—contains favorite recipes from our church members as well as friends of FBC.  The cookbooks are available at the church office for $10 each. 

Library Hours:



Sunday:   9:00 to 9:30 a.m.




  10:30 to 10:55 a.m.




  12:00 to 12:30 p.m.

Email Addresses of church/secretary:

Necia Huff:  necia@fbcgrapeland.org
Church:  info@fbcgrapeland.org
Contact Information for Interim Pastor:

Jack Chelf, Jr.: jack.chelf@yahoo.com
Home phone: 936 687-9065

Cell phone:  512 760-6949

